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To amend the Richard B. Russell National School Liunch Act to improve
the child and adult care food program, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OCTOBER 26, 2023
Boxamict (for herself, Mr. MOLINARO, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. LAWLER,
and Mr. CUELLAR) introduced the following bill; which was referred to
the Committee on Education and the Workforce

A BILL

To amend the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
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Act to improve the child and adult care food program,
and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Early Childhood Nutri-
tion Improvement Act”.

SEC. 2. ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION CRITERIA FOR PRO-
PRIETARY CHILD CARE CENTERS.

Section 17(a)(6) of the Richard B. Russell National

School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1766(a)(6)) is amended—
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(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A),

by striking “criteria:” and inserting “criteria—"";

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking “and” at

the end;

(3) in subparagraph (F'), by striking the period

at the end and inserting ““; and”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(G) 1n the case of an institution described

in paragraph (2)(B), the eligibility of such in-

stitution shall be determined on an annual basis

i accordance with this section.”.

SEC. 3. REVIEW OF SERIOUS DEFICIENCY PROCESS.

Section 17(d)(5) of the Richard B. Russell National

School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1766(d)(5)) is amended by

adding at the end the following:

*HR 6067 IH

“(F) SERIOUS DEFICIENCY PROCESS.—
“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this
subparagraph, the Secretary shall review
and issue guidance and, as appropriate,
regulations regarding the serious deficiency
process for the program under this section.
“(11) REVIEW.—In carrying out clause

(i), the Secretary shall review, at a min-
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imum, the processes for, and those in-
volved in—

“(I) determining when there is a
serious deficiency with respect to an
institution or a family or group day
care home, including—

“(aa) what measures auto-
matically result in a finding of
serious deficiency; and

“(bb) how to differentiate
between—

“C(AA) a reasonable
margin of human error and
systematic  or intentional
noncompliance; and

“(BB) State-specific re-
quirements and Federal reg-
ulations;

“(IT) appealing and mediating a
finding of serious deficiency with re-
spect to an institution or a family or
eroup day care home, including—

“(aa) findings related to

State-specific requirements; and
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“(bb) processes for ensuring
officials involved in appeals and
mediation are fair and impartial;
“(ITI)  determining  the  cir-

cumstances under which a corrective
action plan 1s acceptable;

“(IV) termination and disquali-
fication, including maintenance of the
list under subparagraph (E); and

“(V) determining opportunities
for strengthening the processes in-
tended to reduce additional State
agency requirements on institutions or
family or group day care homes that
are in addition to those required
under Federal law, including—

“(aa) State evaluation of
practices used at the time of re-
view;

“(bb) regional approval of
such additional State agency re-
quirements; and

“(ce) oversight through the

management evaluation process.
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‘(1) STATE-SPECIFIC ~ REQUIRE-

MENTS.—The Secretary may not consider
State-specific requirements in determining
non-compliance or serious deficiency.

“(iv) GUIDANCE  AND  REGULA-

TIONS.
“(I) IN GENERAL.—After con-
ducting the review under clause (i),
the Secretary shall make findings
from the information collected and
issue guidance and, as appropriate,
regulations from such findings that
will—
“(aa) streamline and mod-
ernize the program;
“(bb) reduce the paperwork
burden on parents; and
“(ce) assist sponsoring orga-
nizations, State agencies, and the
Food and Nutrition Service in
ensuring a fair, uniform, and ef-
fective administration of the seri-
ous deficiency process, while re-

taining program integrity.
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“(IT) ScopPE.—The guidance or,
as appropriate, regulations made or
issued under subelause (I) shall in-
clude—

“(aa) clarity on the required
measures for noncompliance, 1n-
cluding—

“(AA) an allowance for

a reasonable margin of

human error; and

“(BB) a distincetion be-
tween a reasonable margin
of human error and system-
atic or intentional non-
compliance;

“(bb) a formal appeals and
mediation process that—

“(AA) is conducted by

a trained official who is

independent from and not

affilated with any person or
agency involved in the deter-
mination being appealed or

mediated;
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“(BB) provides an op-
portunity for a fair hearing
for any institution or family
or group day care home de-
termined to have a serious
deficiency finding or inad-
equate  corrective  action
plan; and

“(CC) provides for the
evaluation and resolution of
disputes over State agency
requirements on institutions
or family or group day care
homes that are in addition
to those required under Fed-
eral law;

“(cc) timeframes for accept-
able corrective action plans for
oroup or family day care homes
that are consistent with correc-
tive action timeframes for child
care centers; and

“(dd) a process to dismiss a
serious deficiency upon correction

of such deficiency.”.
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8
SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF REIMBURSEMENTS FOR ADDI-

TIONAL MEAL OR SNACK.
Section 17(f)(2) of the Richard B. Russell National
School Liunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1766(f)(2)) 1s amended—
(1) by striking “(2)(A) Subject to subparagraph
(B) of this paragraph” and inserting the following:

“(2) DISBURSEMENTS.

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subpara-
oraph (B)”’; and
(2) by amending subparagraph (B) to read as

follows:

“(B) LIMITATION.—No  reimbursement
may be made to any institution under this para-
oraph, or to family or group day care home
sponsoring organizations under paragraph (3),
for more than—

“(1) 2 meals and 1 supplement or 1
meal and 2 supplements per day per child;
or

“(11) 3 meals and 1 supplement or 2
meals and 2 supplements per day per
child, in the case of child care during
which there are 8 or more hours between
the beginning of the first meal service pe-
riod and the beginning of the fourth meal
service period.

*HR 6067 IH
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“(C) STUDY ON THIRD MEAL.—The Sec-

retary shall—

*HR 6067 IH

“(1) econduct a study, not later than 2
yvears after the date of the enactment of
this subparagraph, on—

“(I) the prevalence of third meal
reimbursement by program operators;

“(II) the role of the additional
meal in effectively supporting working
families;

“(IIT) the contribution of the ad-
ditional meal to the local economy;
and

“(IV) the contribution of the ad-
ditional meal to the economic viability
of child care and afterschool pro-
orams, including in rural areas;

“@i1) submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry of the Senate and the Committee on
Education and the Workforce of the House
of Representatives that includes the find-
ings of the study required under clause (i);

and
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““(111) based on the findings of such re-
port, provide guidance to program opera-
tors to—

“(I) improve implementation of
the program under this section;

“(IT) maximize the utility of the
additional meal in supporting working
families; and

“(III) limit unnecessary costs to
program operators and parents of
participating children.”.

SEC. 5. ADJUSTMENTS.

Section 17()(3)(A) of the Richard B. Russell Na-
tional School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1766(f)(3)(A)) 1s
amended by striking “Consumer Price Index for food at
home” each place it appears and inserting ‘“‘Consumer
Price Index for food away from home’ .

SEC. 6. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON PAPERWORK REDUC-
TION.

Section 17 of the Richard B. Russell National School
Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1766) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“(v) ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON PAPERWORK REDUC-

TION.—

*HR 6067 IH
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“(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall establish an advisory
committee (referred to in this subsection as the ‘Ad-
visory Committee’) to carry out the duties deseribed
in paragraph (2).

“(2) Duries.—The duties of the Advisory
Committee shall be to—

“(A) examine the feasibility of reducing
unnecessary or duplicative paperwork resulting
from regulations and recordkeeping require-
ments, ncluding paperwork resulting from ad-
ditional State requirements, for those partici-
pating or seeking to participate in the program
under this section, including State agencies,
family child care homes, child care centers, and
sponsoring organizations; and

“(B) provide recommendations to the Sec-
retary to reduce such paperwork for partici-
pants in the program under this section while
ensuring that proper accountability and pro-
oram integrity are maintained.

“(3) MEMBERSsHIP.—The Advisory Committee
shall be composed of not fewer than 14 members, of

whom:

*HR 6067 IH
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“(A) 1 shall be a representative of a public
nonprofit center.

“(B) 1 shall be a representative of a pri-
vate nonprofit center.

“(C) 1 shall be a representative of a family
or group day care home.

“(D) 1 shall be a representative of a Head
Start center.

“(E) 1 shall be a representative of a for-
profit center.

“(F) 1 shall be a representative of an
emergency shelter.

“(G) 1 shall be a representative of an
adult day care center.

“(H) 1 shall be a representative of a State
agency.

“(I) 1 shall be a representative of a spon-
soring organization for the entities referred to
in subparagraphs (A), (B), (D), (E), (F), and
(G).

“(J) 1 shall be a representative of a spon-
soring organization of family or eroup day care
homes.

“(K) 1 shall be a representative of an anti-

hunger advocacy organization.

*HR 6067 IH



O o0 N N B W =

[\ TN NG T N T NG I NS N NS R N e T e e T e T e e
[ B N O N N = = N R - BN B o) W ) TR~ O I NO R e

13

“(L) 1 shall be a representative of an at-
risk, after school program.

“(M) 1 shall be a representative of a child
care advocacy organization.

“(N) 1 shall be a representative of an ad-
vocacy organization representing parents with
young children.

“(4) CONSIDERATIONS.

In developing the rec-
ommendations described in paragraph (2)(B), the
Advisory Committee shall consider—

“(A) information, recommendations, and
reports from the Paperwork Reduction Work
Group established by the Food and Nutrition
Service pursuant to section 119(i) of the Child
Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of
2004 (Public Law 108-265; 118 Stat. 755);

“(B) the use of electronic systems and rec-
ordkeeping technologies to reduce paperwork
for program participants and program opera-
tors; and

“(C) duplicative requirements across mul-
tiple Federal programs.

J / E F UL VS. (6) ater
“(5) GUIDANCE AND REGULATIONS.—Not lat

than 2 years after the date of the enactment of this

subsection, the Secretary shall issue guidance and,

*HR 6067 IH
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as appropriate, regulations based on the rec-

ommendations described in paragraph (2)(B) for

streamlined and consolidated paperwork and record-

keeping requirements for the program, including ree-

ommendations and actions taken to reduce paper-

work for parents and program operators by—

“(A) streamlining and modernizing appli-

cations; and

“(B) streamlining and modernizing the

monitoring and auditing of programmatic docu-

mentation and recordkeeping, including—

*HR 6067 IH

“(1) eliminating the use of the enroll-
ment form for the purpose of claiming
meals;

“(i1) allowing the use of direct certifi-
cation in all States;

“(il1) requiring States to accept as
documentation digital forms, digitized and
electronic  signatures, and electronic
records;

“(iv) allowing the use of electronic
data collection systems containing all re-
quired Federal child and adult care food

program standards;
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“(v) addressing non-mandated State-
specific requirements; and

“(vi) requiring the adoption of gen-
erally accepted technologies for client-fac-
ing technology, wvirtual visits, and tech-
nology used for administrative functions by
the child and adult care food program to
reduce the burden on participants and pro-
oram operators and administrators.

“(6) REPORT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180
days after issuing the guidance and, as appro-
priate, regulations described in paragraph (5),
the Secretary shall submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
of the Senate and the Committee on Education
and the Workforce of the House of Representa-
tives containing the information described in

subparagraph (B).

“(B) CONTENTS.—The report under sub-
paragraph (A) shall contain the following:

“(1) With respect to each instance in

which the Secretary did not implement a

recommendation of the Advisory Com-

mittee, an explanation with respect to why

*HR 6067 IH



O o0 9 AN U B~ W

*HR 6067 IH

16

such recommendation was not imple-
mented.

“(11) Additional recommendations with
respect to legislative action that may fur-
ther strengthen and streamline the pro-
oram application and monitoring process
and reduce administrative burdens on
orantees, program participants, and local,

State, and Federal governments.”.

O




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-10-30T20:53:45-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




